
The car park sub-boards cannot carry the extra loads of 
even one charger and would have to be upgraded on 
any floor with a charger, as would the supply mains to 
each sub-board. The main switchboard would then have 
to be upgraded to add the heavier circuit breakers for 
the sub-mains upgrade.  
When Docklands was designed, a limit was put on the 
number of apartments in each precinct and the mains 
and transformers in the streets were designed 
accordingly. This means there is no capacity in the 
Docklands street grid for any significant quantity of car 
chargers in any building in the area.  

The whole CBD (Hoddle Grid, Docklands) and 
Southbank is fed by two sub-stations: One in Port 
Melbourne and one in West Melbourne. This was done 
to have two alternate feeds in case one failed or was 
down for maintenance. Because of the growth in the 
city/Docklands and Southbank, neither one is now 
capable of supplying the full requirement of Melbourne 
zone at peak usage in mid- summer if the other is out of 
action.  
 
The Port Melbourne 66,000 volt feeder runs on 50 or 60 

year old wooden power poles above ground along Dorcas Street South Melbourne. One pole is located 40 cm from the corner Kerb at the 
incredibly busy Ferrars St/ Dorcas St intersection and is very vulnerable to being wiped out by a wayward vehicle. 

Our electrician concluded that the infrastructure expenditure required would dwarf the NBN cost excluding the new power stations required. 
“It takes five to eight years to design and build a large coal fired power station like LoyYang and even longer for a nuclear one (that’s after 
you get the political will, permits and legislative changes needed). Wind and solar just can’t produce enough”.  

Electric cars will no doubt ultimately come, but unlikely in the next 20 years. 

Readers will recall that there was much discussion about a transition to electric cars by 
2030 during the recent election.  

As a company serving Owners’ Corporations we sought some information on what this 
would mean for our clients, should it ever be enacted.  

A Melbourne electrician offered the following advice about charging electric cars in a  
multi-dwelling building. 

“I recently did some work for the body corporate at an apartment building in Docklands to 
see if we could install a number of electric charging points for owners to charge their  
electric vehicles. We discovered that our building had no non-allocated parking spaces  
(i.e. public ones). This is typical of most apartment buildings so we cannot provide shared 
outlets. The power supply in the building was designed for the loads in the building with no 
spare capacity. Only five or six chargers could be installed in total in a building with 188 
apartments. 

How do you allocate them in a way that they would add value to any apartment owning one? 
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Some disruption, then traffic jams averted! 
 
Good news for visitors to our office in Union Road, 
Surrey Hills: The level crossing is to be removed 
along with a second nearby crossing on Mont 
Albert Road, Mont Albert.  
 
Site investigations will begin this July, with both 
crossings expected to be moved below ground by 
2025. So no sky rail!  
 
A small number of car parks at the Surrey Hills and 
Mont Albert stations may be closed intermittently 
while investigative work is undertaken. Rail 
disruptions are still some time away, and further 
notification will be given.  
 
For further information, email 
contact@levelcrossings.vic.gov.au  

Electric Car Transition by 2030? 

Surrey Hills Level Crossing  

mailto:contact@levelcrossings.vic.gov.au


“Mortgage rates today  

remain at historical lows” 

P: (03) 9830 4044 
E: rosshunt@rosshunt.com.au 

A: 99-105 Union Road, Surrey Hills 3127 

P: Locked Bag 1, Surrey Hills 3127 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9am to 5pm, 

Saturdays 9am to 12 noon 

Market Update  |  Improvement in HIA Affordability Index for June 2019 Quarter 

A combination of lower home prices, 
improvements in wage growth and lower 
interest rates have contributed to the 
ongoing improvement in the HIA 
Affordability Index for the June 2019 
quarter, according to Housing Industry 
Association (HIA) Senior 
Economist, Geordan Murray. 

Melbourne performed second to Darwin 
with +3.0 per cent  rise while Sydney moved 
to +2.4 per cent. 

HIA’s Affordability Index is calculated for 
each of the eight capital cities and regional 
areas on a quarterly basis and takes into 
account the latest dwelling prices, 
mortgage interest rates, and wage 
developments. 

Sales Manager at Ross-Hunt Real Estate, 
Jeff Anderson draws attention to the recent 
decision by the banking regulator to scrap 
the 7% serviceability testing regime.  

“This is likely to give buyers some breathing 
room – enable them to increase their 

borrowing. Coupled with historically low 
interest rates that are unlikely to rise in the 
near future, investors will soon be moving 
back to the market,” said Mr Anderson.  

Analysis by UBS and reported in the  
Australian Financial Review found that 
households could increase their borrowing 
capacity by as much as 14% under 
Australian Prudential Regulation Authority’s 
(APRA) relaxed ruling. 

Banks are now only required to test if 
consumers can service a loan that is 2.5 
percentage points over the rate they are 
trying to borrow at. This means those 
applying for a mortgage at a 3.5% rate will 
be now tested against a 6% benchmark. 

A couple with a combined annual income of 
$200,000 will have an extra $150,000 
borrowing capacity while a household with 
half that income can borrow an additional 
$67,000, according to UBS. 

Over the past 48 years, interest rates on the 
30-year fixed-rate mortgage have ranged 

from as high as 18.63% in 1981 to as low as 
3.31% in 2012. Mortgage rates today remain 
at historical lows, with over 60% of mortgage 
holders paying rates between 3.00% and 
4.90% as of 2015.  
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At Ross-Hunt we are seeking to have auction rules amended in 
Victoria to ensure that buyers are required to register prior to the 
start of the auction.  

Sales Manager, Jeff Anderson cites a recent example of how the 
lack of regulation in this area is impacting on the industry.  

“We were commissioned to handle a mortgagee auction of a  
block of land in a nearby suburb,” he said. 

“As it is a vacant block of land, and publicly advertised, buyers were 
free to visit and inspect without an agent present. This meant no 
particulars could be captured, and the auction began with an 
assortment of largely anonymous buyers, as registration of intent  
to bid is not a requirement under Victorian legislation. 

“The auction was underway, and a fifth bidder entered the bidding, 
taking us above the reserve price. Bidding continued, and the fifth 
bidder finally secured the property with a bid of $20k over the 
previous bid, and $30k above the reserve despite the fact that we 
had begun accepting bids of $5k and $2,500 increments.  

“The hammer dropped, and when we attempted to approach him to 
capture his details and sign up the sale, he fled, leaving us – and the 
under-bidder, in a state of confusion.   

“The under-bidder eventually secured the property but not before 
insisting that we return to the point at which the second bidder had 
entered the bidding.  

“It was an entirely unsatisfactory outcome for the mortgagor. Had 
the fake bidder not emerged, another member of the crowd may well 
have attempted to bid. I would certainly have handled the auction 
differently had I known the man had no intention of actually buying 
the property”.  

The conclusion, said Mr Anderson, is that registration for buyers 
would ensure a level playing field for buyers and most importantly, 
for vendors.  

Dummy Bidder Flees Auction - Calls for 

Mandatory Bidding Registration in VIC 


